8. John Butters Power Station
Key facts about this geosite:



Historic gold mines and old pack track
Gold nuggets up to 26 g were documented in the King River

How to get there: 11 kilometres south of Queenstown, the Mt Jukes Road crosses the
King River (Figure 1). Just across the bridge on the left is a small carpark and a gated road to
the power station (Figure 2). A short walk through pleasant rainforest leads to the old
Harris Reward gold mine.

Figure 1. Location of the John Butters Power Station Geosite.

Figure 2: Map of Newall Creek and John Butters Power Station Geosite area

Geosite Description:
The John Butters Power Station (Figure 3) is part of the King River Scheme and is located
about 7 kilometres downstream from the Crotty Dam and Lake Burbury. Here, the King
River (Figure 4) emerges from an 8-km long gorge that has cut through the conglomerates,
sandstones and volcanic rocks of the West Coast Range between Mt Huxley and Mt Jukes.
At the top end of the gorge, the King River has been dammed to form Lake Burbury. Water
is diverted from the lake, through a tunnel beneath Mt Jukes, to generate electricity at the
power station. There is a good overview of the King River gorge from a lookout near Mt
Jukes, further along the road.

Figure 3. View up to the King River to the Power Station

Figure 4. View from the King River Bridge

Several old gold workings exist in the forest around the power station, most are overgrown
and obscure but some are marked by tape. Alluvial gold (Figure 5), probably derived from
various sources including mineralised veins and copper-gold in the Cambrian volcanic
bedrock (Figure 6), has been deposited in the bed of the King River. Gold nuggets up to 26
g were reported in the Examiner newspaper (6/1/1882) (Bottrill, 1989). The area continues
to be popular with amateur gold prospectors, who can pan gold in the river when the water
is low. Panners must be aware, however, that the water level can rise very suddenly when
the Power Station is started.
The first report on the Harris Reward Gold Mine (Twelvetrees, 1900) describes two
tunnels (24m and 10m long), and two shafts (12m and 11m deep). The shafts were
later extended and opened out by the Coronation Gold Mining Company which
took over the mine in 1902 but operations apparently ceased during 1905.
Production from the mine was at least 1.480 kg Au from 109.6 t of lode quartz.
The gold occurs with galena in discontinuous quartz veins which are parallel to the
strike and dip of the schistose and porphyritic country rock, and were reported by
Twelvetrees, 1900 to be 5-12 cm wide (Collins, 1974).
The track to the Harris Reward workings (Figures 7 and 8) is a pleasant short walk but
please be aware of very uneven and slippery ground and a lack of track markings. At the
eastern end of the car park, a green pole marks the start of the track. Follow the track into
the forest and after several hundred metres you will come to the site of the Harris Reward
Gold Mine with old machinery, including ore bins on the right. The main shaft is also on
your right and marked off with orange plastic guard-tape. Notice the remnant historic
mining equipment in the area, the mullock heaps, vein quartz and other old workings. The
track goes through rainforest with Huon Pine to the nearby Geotrail site at Newall Creek.

Figure 5. Gold nugget found in the King River

Figure 6. Gold in quartz from near Queenstown (25mm)

Figure 7. Track to Newall Creek (image courtesy of Danielle Fairfield).

Figure 8. The Harris Reward gold mine.
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